IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY C - BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TE HERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

ENTERED

TAWANA C. MARSHALL, CLERK
THE DATE OF ENTRY IS
ON THE COURT'S DOCKET

IN THE MATTER OF

PAUL R. ALEXANDER MISC. PROCEEDING NO. 03-305

W W W

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER

On August 6, 2003, this court was advised that Paul R.
Alexander was not eligible to practice law in the State of Texas.
Alexander had been appearing before this court, representing
Chapter 13 debtors. At a hearing on August 4, 2003, in the
Matter of Barry Reno, misc. proceeding no. 02-303, Alexander
informed the court that he was substituting as counsel for Reno
in several cases. Alexander stated that each of Reno’s clients
had consented to the substitution after consultation with
Alexander. Alexander did not inform the court that he was then
ineligible to practice law in the State of Texas. Consequently,
by order entered August 8, 2003, the court ordered that Alexander
appear before the court on September 3, 2003, to show cause why
he should not be suspended from practicing law before this court,
with his clients reassigned to other attorneys.

The court conducted the show cause hearing on September 3,

2003. Alexander and Reno testified. Alexander falsely testi-



fied. False testimony by an attorney results in the forfeiture
of the attorney’s license to practice law before the court.

Alexander’s license to practice law in the State of Texas
was administratively suspended because of Minimum Continuing
Legal Education (MCLE) requirements on June 30, 2003. The State
Bar of Texas issued a notice to Alexander informing him of the
suspension. His license was reinstated on August 11, 2003.

On July 3, 2003, the court suspended Reno’s license to
practice law before this court. See Matter of Reno, Memorandum
Opinion and Order entered July 3, 2003, misc. proc. 02-303. Reno
arranged for Alexander to substitute as counsel of record in
several cases pending before this court. Alexander filed motions
to substitute as counsel.

On July 25, 2003, Thomas Powers, the Standing Chapter 13
Trustee in the Dallas Division of the Northern District of Texas,
filed a motion in the Reno proceeding regarding the substitution
of counsel. The court held a hearing on that motion on August 4,
2003. Powers expressed concern with the competency of Alexander
to substitute as counsel. The trustee observed that Alexander’s
license had previously been suspended. The trustee also dis-
cussed Alexander’s failure to appear at meetings of creditors and
pre-hearing conferences. Alexander stated that he consulted with

each client and obtained their consent for the substitution.

Alexander did not inform the court that he was not then eligible



to practice law in the State of Texas. Despite the trustee’s
challenge to Alexander’s competency to handle Chapter 13 cases,
the court concluded that it could not deny motions to substitute
counsel who were licensed to practice law.

At the show cause hearing on September 3, 2003, Alexander
testified that he did not know when he filed the substitution
motions that the State Bar of Texas had suspended his license.
Alexander testified that he did not know his license had been
suspended when he appeared before this court on August 4, 2003.
Alexander testified that after August 4, 2003, a creditor’s
attorney informed Alexander that his license had been suspended.
Alexander could not recall the date of his conversation with this
creditor’s attorney, but thought it was a Friday. Alexander
could not recall who the attorney was.

Alexander’s testimony is false. Reno told Alexander as
early as July 27, 2003, that the State Bar of Texas had suspended
his license. Alexander testified that his license was not
suspended on July 27, 2003. Not only had Reno told him
otherwise, but, as found below, Alexander took CLE courses on
July 27 and July 28, 2003, to cure his licensing deficiencies.

Alexander knew that his license was suspended when he
appeared before this court on August 4, 2003, because Reno had

previously told Alexander. Alexander did not learn about the


















